1. Skin sampling: An area of 1 cm 2 over the lesion was marked by a sterile metal frame using a sterile scalpel, twenty five upward strokes were done using even pressure. A similar specimen was taken from the control area nearby the lesion & from controls. The scrapings were inoculated in a tube of 1ml. nutrient broth with glass beads and specimens were cultured for bacteria, fungi & for Quantitative estimation. They were counted first as total bacterial counts/1cm 2 of the skin and then differential counting of the various species of bacteria.
Urine and Stools analysis.
Results: 1. The most frequently isolated organism from the lesions was Staphylococcus epidermidis in 57.14%. 2. There was higher counts of bacteria in the patches of Pityriasis alba than in the uninvolved skin and skin of normal controls this increase is not statistically significant. 3. The incidence of Parasites among Pityriasis alba cases was 56.00%, while it was 44.00% in the control group.
Ascariasis was the most prevalent amounting to 46.00% in cases of Pityriasis alba, compared with 30.00% in normal controls. 4. All scraping did not give any fungal growth. Conclusion: Bacteria may play a role in the etiopathogenesis of Pityriasis alba. It can be assumed that the condition of the skin in Pityriasis alba lesion is more susceptible to bacterial over-growth, this increased susceptibility may
